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 by Gene Schaden 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, I open once again with sad news of the passing of a dear CRBC friend, P/C Bob Mueller who was 
Commodore In 1985.  Thank you Bob for all of your contributions to CRBC and our deepest sympathy and prayers to 
your family.  You will be missed. 
 
On June 24th, Club Island was host to a very special event.  P/C Chris Nevison and his beautiful wife Debi were married 
on the gazebo deck in front of much of the CRBC membership as well as family and friends who were brought to the 
Island on the Clinton Freedom cruise ship.  It was a wonderful day with great weather and a lot of fun was had by all.  
As a thank you to the Club, Mr. and Mrs. Nevison are donating two resin Adirondack love seats for the gazebo deck.  
Thank you and the very best to both of you. 
 
Another special feature at Club Island this year were the eagles who nested high in a cottonwood tree on the S/E side.  
Members would set up chairs with binoculars and watch the adults fly in and out, bringing fish back to the nest for the 
baby.  The baby grew to about 18 inches tall and was walking around the rim of the nest and out onto branches and 
was very close to taking flight.  On June 19th, a Monday, Annmarie and I were at the Island when a storm hit.  This 
storm unfortunately took down the tree that housed the eagles nest.  The baby eagle was alive but injured.  Two DNR 
officers came to the Island and retrieved the baby and transported “Clinton” to Marysville and handed him over to 
Back 2 The Wild Animal Rehab.  Clinton was then transported that same evening to Michigan State University and had 
surgery for a broken wing and is expected to make a full recovery.  Thank you to everyone involved that day: Dave 
Sokolitz, Jerry and Roberta Reblin and Bill Whitley Jr. who immediately came back to the Island after just leaving earlier 
in the day.  Bill stayed and worked on clean up and arranged for a crew to cut up the very large tree.  Annmarie took 
up a collection for Clinton and thanks to your generosity over $400 was donated that is being sent to Back 2 The Wild.  
Thank you to everyone, you did a great job! 
 



	 	 																															
 

  (continued from page 1) 

by Gene Schaden 
 
 
I would like to thank Bill Whitley Sr. for his continued work on upgrading the Club’s Wi-Fi with countless hours of work 
and contributions of equipment.  Bill Sr. also donated a Shock Alarm to the Club. This is a devise that is put into  
the water and will detect a stray electrical current in the water.  We will do periodic checks of the harbors to try to 
provide as safe an environment as possible.  Remember that swimming in the harbors is strictly prohibited.  A stray 
current can come from one boat that is improperly grounded.  This is what happened a few weeks ago in Put-In-Bay 
where a teen age boy lost his life when he jumped into the harbor where there was a stray current. 
 
Speaking about electricity, I would like to remind everyone that stakes in the ground are also strictly prohibited.  There 
are electrical wires buried just a few inches under the ground all over the Island and many of them are right at the 
seawall where members are staking solar lights behind their boats.  If contact is made with one of these wires the 
damage may affect power distribution, may cause a stray current in the harbor or worst case, electrocution to the 
person putting the stake in the ground.  If stakes are seen in the ground they may be confiscated.  I don’t mean to be 
a killjoy, we just want to provide a safe and enjoyable environment for all of our members. 
 
Happy and safe boating to everyone. 
 
~ Gene 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Good of the Order 
-Don Kersey, Secretary 

          
It is with great sadness that the Flag and Board of Directors have to announce that P/C (1985) Charles Robert 

"Bob" Mueller 81, of Marco Island, FL, formerly of Detroit, died on June 23th, 2017. A memorial service was held 
Friday, June 30th, 2017. Final Committal at Arlington National Cemetery with military honors was held at a later date. 
 
      May our Thoughts and prayers be with the Mueller family at this time.   
 
 



	 	 																															

	

 
Entertainment Report 

 

 From the desk of Cliff Cohen  
 
Well, July has certainly been a busy month on the Island in the entertainment department! 
 
Starting off the July 4th weekend we had a Tennis Mixer on Saturday hosted by the Sogge's. Participants enjoyed a beautiful 
morning of tennis and light breakfast snacks. Thank you Mary Kay and Rob!  Also on Saturday the Kids’ Fishing Tournament 
expertly hosted by the Turanski's took place with a record number of participants. After the action,  the participants 
attended an awards ceremony. 
 
Continuing with the activities on Saturday, Val Miller hosted 24 vendors for the 2017 Leather and Lace event. The clubhouse 
was packed with members viewing the varied offerings.  Many were seen leaving the club house with packages under both 
arms! Many thanks to Val for putting together another successful event.  On Saturday evening the membership was treated 
to a performance by Dennis Miller and his band "The Same Old Guys". It was a fun filled evening of music and dancing. Thank 
you Dennis! 
 
Sunday brought a delicious breakfast hosted by the Pifer's and their very talented crew of cooks and servers. No one left 
hungry! After breakfast Annmarie Schaden hosted her annual First Aid and Safety session which was well attended and as 
always very informative! Thank you Annmarie!  At 11:00 AM on Sunday Commodore Schaden hosted the membership at the 
Flag Pole for a July 4th observance. He briefly spoke to the attendees and lead the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Thank you Commodore!  Sunday ended with a rousing Bingo session hosted by the Balicks! Thanks to Susan and Ray! 
 
Monday July 3rd featured the big Island Dinner hosted by the Parker's. Chef Jeff's creations resulted in a fantastic New 
Orleans style FEAST! From the Hurricanes to the Kings Cake everyone was well fed and happy! Thank you to Jeff, Maryann 
and the entire team that worked all weekend on the event. It was memorable! During and after dinner the membership 
enjoyed the music and entertainment provided by DJ Kevin! 
 
After recuperating from the long weekend, the membership enjoyed an evening of Euchre hosted by the Bucellato's on July 
8. Many thanks to them for another successful evening of camaraderie and cards!  
 
Saturday the 15th was a busy day beginning with the Ice Cream Social in the Bay hosted by Vice Commodore Billy Whitley. 
Members enjoyed a variety of ice cream and music while in Fisher Bay! Thanks Billy! That evening featured a cook out hosted 
by the entire Schaden Clan. Membership enjoyed a variety of grilled food, potato salad, coleslaw and even some left over 
ice cream! Thanks to ALL the Schaden family participants for a wonderful cook out on the gazebo deck! 
 
The weekend ended on a high note with another famous island breakfast! Don and Deb Kersey along with their expert team 
of cooks and servers laid out a spread of potato pancakes, eggs, and casseroles that satisfied everyone's hunger for the 
balance the day! Thanks to the Kerseys! 
 
We have many more events planned for the rest of the summer season including the Rendezvous at the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club on the 28th and 29th of July. Details can be found online and in the clubhouse. Please RSVP to saila22@gmail.com and 
plan to enjoy a great weekend! 
 
Cliff 



	 	 																															

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Published prospective members from last month 
that were voted in at the July meeting are as 
follows: 
  

Mike Barnhard (social) 
Walter Bozimowski 
Fil Curcuru 
Randall Hadden 

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Membership	Update:	
	Social:	 	 	 43	
Boating:						 								127				
	

 
 
 
The Board of Directors at the June meeting 
voted to extend the membership incentive 
that waives initiation fee! This incentive will 
remain in effect through the end of 2017.  
 
This has been a very successful program and 
is a great way to convince your friends that 
this is the right time to join CRBC!! 
	

	



	 	 																															

                CRBC SNAPS ! 
               Send all your fun CRBC photos to  
                   triciaschaden@mac.com - we’d love to feature 
                                       them in the next Soundings! 
 
 
  

The Flag Officers at attention in observance of Independence 
Day. 

Laurie Buccellato wins the Medical Safety 
Class gift basket raffle! The basket contained 
2 bottles of wine ,variety of delicious cheese, 
jams, pasta, sauce, candies and bread sticks 

A	big	crowd	showed	up	on	this	perfect	summer	day	to	enjoy		
italian	 sausage,	 dogs,	 and	 burgers	 at	 the	 Schaden	 Family	
Cookout!	



	 	 																															
	 Grounds & Maintenance Report  

 
 
 

 
 
From the desk of Bill Whitley, Jr.  
 
 

With 4th of July come and gone, our season is approaching the halfway point. There’s still a lot of boating left this season. 
We continue to cross projects off the list since our last update! 

• Our piling contractor has completed his work, having installed 26 new pilings and tapped down 67 additional 
pilings.  Thank you to Olson Marine for their great service. 

• A new Weber grill has been purchased and assembled on the Island.  For the first time in 10 years, we have a 
commercially available grill which can be mounted on our existing stands.  Thank you to Cliff Cohen who assisted 
in checking the function of every grill in the South Harbor following member feedback – we discovered one non-
operational grill, which will be prioritized in our replacement schedule.  Thank you to Andy MacLachlan for 
volunteering to assist in tracking grill replacement and maintenance schedule. 

• As some have noticed, the seats on some of our picnic tables are loose.  This is because the wood core of the 
fiberglass seat has rotted.  We’ve repaired a couple tables with solid resin which should greatly extend the life 
of the table.  In addition, the primary reason we have seen this problem is because the picnic tables are pushed 
by the seats – to prevent this, a new bracket has been fabricated for the Kubota that will push picnic tables by 
the frame, rather than the seat which should prevent any further damage. 

• Our septic tanks have been pumped out and we have been given a clean bill of health.  Thank you to Utica Woods 
Septic for coming out. 

• Electrical improvements are underway, and we have already replaced 5 pedestals on the SE side.  We will 
continue work on pedestal replacement, underground upgrades to fix problems and improve reliability, and 
other fixes in the coming weeks.  We’ve also purchased an underground pinger so that we can diagnose 
problems which occur.  This season we’ve discovered a new underground electrical problem which is effecting 
4 pedestals.  These pedestals worked perfectly as of Labor Day weekend last year.  And we have ordered 
upgraded connectors and will replace all of the old failing split bolts in every box which is opened. 

• The entire island has been treated with ant killer, which has shown great results this far. 
• Thank you to Lakes Forestry of Walled Lake for coming out on 24 hours notice to clean up the large Cottonwood 

tree which fell in a storm just days before the big Nevison wedding, and to all members who helped clean up the 
debris. 

A special thank you to John Kehrig, who took the initiative on installing gutters on the East Side of the Club House and 
lead that project from start to finish.  Thank you John! 
 
There’s still a lot to do, and a project list which is growing and approaching 50 projects. 
Some highlights of what we still hope to accomplish this year; 

• Installation of the new basketball hoop, which was funded by member donation 
• Continued work on growing grass and controlling weeds around the Islannd 
• Purchase, assemble and install additional grills 
• Clean up, organize and install pallet racking to make better use of the barn 

Despite the projects completed and in process, the list of things to do remains long.  I am always looking for volunteers 
as we still have a few projects we’d like to get completed this year.  If you’re able to help out, even for a short while, we 
usually have projects for various skillsets. Please let me know if you see anything on the Island that needs attention.  We 
can’t fix things that we aren’t aware of. 
Thanks, see you out there!       ~Bill 
 
	



	 	 																															
  

	
As	mentioned	in	Commodore	Schaden’s	Harbor	Patrol	article,	
this	baby	Eagle	was	rescued	from	a	downed	tree	on	the	
island’s	SE	side	and	treated	for	his	injuries.		Annmarie	
Schaden	will	have	the	full	story	in	next	month’s	Soundings,	
along	with	an	update	on	his	recovery.		For	now,	here	are	a	
few	pictures	from	this	exciting	rescue!	



	 	 																															

	
	

Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, August 9, 2017 
Dinner 6:30 / Meeting 7pm 

 
All Members are invited to attend 

Juliano’s Restaurant 
27380 Van Dyke 

(I-696 & 11 Mile Rd), Warren 

 
 

 

 
 
Fred and Joyce Bane toured China in May 
and took the CRBC Burgee to The Great 
Wall of China!	

 
 
 
 

 

             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
  

	
PACK	YOUR	BURGEES!	

	
Going	on	Vacation?	
	
If	 so,	 take	 your	 CRBC	 Burgee	 and	 a	 copy	 of	 the	
Soundings!	Take	a	photo	displaying	your	Burgee	or	
reading	the	Soundings	and	send	it	to	the	Soundings	
Editor	with	names,	date,	and	place	to	be	posted	in	
the	next	issue!			
	
	
	
Email:	triciaschaden@mac.com	
	



	 	 																															

 
	
February 
 
25 Commodore’s Ball (McEachren) 

	
April 
 
15 Island Open (Whitley Jr) 
 Lunch (Wesenberg) 

 
May 
 
27 Tennis Mixer (Sogge/Grant) 
 Member “Trade Show” (Nevison) 
 New Member Orientation (G Schaden) 
 Scotch/Bourbon/Cigar Party (Nikkel/AM Schaden) 
 New Member Cocktail Party (Gutschow) 
29 Memorial Day 

 
June 
 
3 Island Beautification Lunch (Reichmann) 
 Island Beautification Dinner (TBD) 
10 Island Cookout (Ayers) 
 Crest Pontoon Boat Demo Day  
17 Old Club/CRBC tennis (Sogge) 
 Euchre (Buccellato) 
18 Father’s Day Breakfast (Whitley) 

 
July 
 
1 Island Breakfast (Nowakowski/Pifer) 
 Tennis Mixer (Sogge/Grant) 
 Kids Fishing Contest (Henderson/Turansky) 
 Diva Party (V Miller) 
 Entertainment: Same Old Guys (D Miller) 
2 Boat First Aid Safety Class (AM Schaden) 

Bingo (Balick/Henderson) 
3 July 4 dinner (Parker) 
4 CRBC BOD Meeting (Kersey) 
8 Euchre (Buccellato) 
15 Small Boat Rally (Beltz) 
 Ice Cream Social in the Bay (J Gutowski/Whitley Jr) 
 Island Cookout (Schaden families: Matt/David/Gene) 
16 Island Breakfast (Kersey) 
 

July (continued) 
 
22 Bonfire & S’mores (Cohen) 
 Craft Beer Event (Cusic/Faircloth) 
28-30 CRBC Rendezvous @ GPYC (Nevison/Cohen) 

 
 
August 
 
5 Ice Cream Social (Sogge/Leonetti) 
 “Special Island Cookout” (Irish) 
 Euchre (Buccellato) 
19 Barge Party (Cohen/Raymo) 
 Cardboard Boat Races (Kirrkamm) 
26 Island Cookout (P/Cs) 
 Movie Night (Gutschow/Gutowski) 

 
September 
 
2 Tennis Mixer (Sogge/Grant) 
 Fleet Review (Bridge) 
 Cocktail Party (Reblin) 
 Boat Decorations/*skits (TBD) 
 Afterglow (Cohen) 
3 Bloody Mary Party (MacLachlan/Rozewicz) 
 Rubber Ducky Race (MacLachlan) 
 Labor Day Dinner (Rozewicz) 
4 Labor Day 
16 *Halloween / Trick-or-treat (TBD) 
 Chili Cook-off (Cohen) 

 
October 
 
14 *Island Closing (Whitley Jr/Cohen) 

 
November 
 
15 *Annual Meeting (Kersey)  
 
 
 
* tentative dates/events 

 



	 	 																															

Classified	ads	are	limited	to	nautical	items.	There	is	a	one-time	charge	of	$25	for	an	ad	with	a	photo,	and	the	photo	ad	will	also	
be	posted	on	the	CRBC	website.	All	ads	must	be	placed	by	a	CRBC	member	and	have	a	CRBC	member	contact.		Please	submit	
your	classified	ad	to	the	Soundings	Editor	prior	to	the	second	Wednesday	of	each	month:	triciaschaden@mac.com	

CRBC CLASSIFIEDS   



	 	 																															


